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Expert Group Poet Biographies:
Walter Dean Myers

Look at the peaple around you. Some migh be peaple you know; some might be
strangers. What ar thei stories? Wht could you writ about them? Walter Dean
Myers was a writer from Harlem, New York, who was inspred by people. Bornin
West Virginia and named Walter Milton Myers, his mother died when he was only
o years old. Young Walter was sent to ve it Florence and Herbert Dean,
wholived in New York City. When he was growing up, his If centered around his
neighborhood and his church. His mother read to him from the time he was very
small and reading heped him cope during times of sadness.

53 boy, Myers had a speech impediment, and because of this he did not ke
Speking infront of the class. One of his teachers discovered his talent for wriing
‘and suggested he writeoriginal poers using words he could easly pronounce.
Myerssaid, “The thythm of poetey carried me through [this difficult timel.”
Throughout is education Myerss teachers encouraged him to write. At 17,
Myers drapped aut of high school and joined the army because he reaized hs
family could not affod colleg. Aftr is time with the army, he worked odd jobs.
during the day and wrote at night.

In his ealy 305, Myers won the Council on Interracial Books for Children contest,
which ld to the publication of is ist book, Where Does the Day Go? Myers's
writing centers on the diversity and beauty of New York City, where he grew up.
After reading ashort story by James Baldwin about the black urban experience,
Myersrealized he could, and should, write about his own experiences growing up.
" wite books for thetroubled boy | once was, and fo the boy who lves within
me st Myers explained.

Myersoften wrote about is neighborhood and the people he remembered from
hischildhood. When choosing subjectsfor is poers, he would imagine a sreet
Cornerin Harlem and think to himself, "Who would pass thi treet corner?” The.
heople he remembered from his e in Harlem inspired characters i his books
and poems. By using imagery,or words that help to see and hear,plus thyme andt
repatiton, Myers gave a vibrant olce o the communty he loved
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Today, Myers s considered to be one of the best-known young adult authors. He
has won more awards than any other author fo young adults, including several
Coretta Scott King Awards and Newbery Honors. His books have been recogrized
a5 Netw York Times bestsellers. Myers died in 2014 at the age of 76. Next time you
are outin your community, look at the people around you. Perhaps they might
nspire you, too, o write poetry!
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Focus Question: What inspi

ired your expert group’s poet to write poetry,and

where can you see evidence o this i his o her poetry?

Focus Statement: Thi famous poet found inspiration for is poems i the
diversity and beauty f New York City. Walter Dean Myers was inspired by the
ople around him, and you can see this in is poety.

Poet: Walter Dean Meyers

Background

What nspired your poet?

What evidence do you see of s In
is/her postry?

Reiection and Comnectior





